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I really have a love-hate relationship with our 
lightning-fast 24/7 society. The wave of daily stimuli 
and information comes over me every day.

On the one hand, I feel a lot of love for the fact that everyone’s 

world has grown and continues to grow every day. This is 

thanks to the progressive technological developments that 

effortlessly ensure that more and more people get the same 

opportunities and possibilities. The world is at our feet!

On the other hand, I feel the stress and busyness of our 

current 24-hour economy. Everywhere and always there are 

incentives that come in hard and that will only increase in the 

future.

“I want to create my own world. An abstract world that 
is not like real reality, but like reality as I want to see it 

myself. “

During my burnout, a few years ago, I was so shocked by the 

vulnerability of my own mental health. I am proud that I came 

out so much stronger, got to know myself better and made 

better choices. This period has changed me. I got to know 

myself better during my recovery and I still grow every day. 

Since then, I have also been aware of the balance between 

action and rest on a daily basis and I can deal with this more 

and more.

I am a child of the pragmatic generation, also known as the 

fries generation. 

It was the last generation which growed up without 

technology. Sometimes I want going back for that quiet time 

without choice stress for myself and my children. Back to 

the 80s without a mobile phone, without a computer and 

internet.  When there was plenty of time to play outside and 

perhaps even better, when there was time to get bored.

In my photo series ABSTRACT ATTRACTS! you will find lines, 

shapes and elements that can be found in normal life. The 

reality of these patterns and lines in everyday life attract me 

because they are timeless. In this series, I removed as many 

references to the current era as possible so that I could see 

my own reality in it. I see an ‘80s world and in the background 

I hear the top 40 music, recorded from the radio on a cassette 

tape, which I loved to listen to as a child. 

I am absorbed in freedom and relaxation and let it go now.

ABSTRACT ATTRACTS!

What’s your 

own reality?

NICOLE TANKE

linesareeverywhere.com
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